
Sea Grant is a federal-state partnership that turns 
research into action. Sea Grant supports science-
based, environmentally sustainable practices to 
ensure coastal communities remain engines of 
economic growth in a rapidly changing world.
 
Based at universities across the country, Sea 
Grant works to provide research, education and 
community outreach that help build and grow 
innovative businesses along America’s oceans 

and Great Lakes, protect against environmental 
destruction and natural disasters, and train the 
next generation of leaders.

The work that the Sea Grant network does 
earns a 475 percent return on federal 
investment, creating jobs and ensuring 
Americans can live near, vacation at, and earn 
a living from our oceans and Great Lakes for 
generations to come.

Mississippi-Alabama

Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant is part of the national Sea Grant network of 33 university-based 
programs that promote better understanding, conservation and use of coastal resources. 

Consortium members include of the Auburn University, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, Jackson State 
University, Mississippi State University, The University of Alabama, The University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, The University of Mississippi, The University of Southern Mississippi and the University 
of South Alabama. We partner with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to 
provide links between academia, federal, state and local government, industry and local communities. 

Helping Coastal Communities of the Gulf of Mexico
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant supports an innovative program of research, education and 
extension activities to improve understanding and stewardship of coastal and marine resources.

masgc.org



We use applied interdisciplinary research, outreach, education and legal programming to provide 
a dynamic link between university-based research and Gulf of Mexico communities. Because our 
Sea Grant team members interact closely with the communities in which they live and work, they 
are poised to identify and address the needs of the community. With a presence in both Mississippi 
and Alabama coastal counties, our Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant outreach team provides the 
information and “tools” necessary in mitigating and finding solutions to issues and problems that 
matter to our local communities.

Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant continues to make strides  
in areas such as: 

Sea Grant maintains a focus on four nationally identified areas:

• Living shorelines to reduce hardened structures 
• Shellfish aquaculture and oyster restoration
• Deepwater Horizon oil spill science outreach
• Sea level rise adaptation and mitigation
• Community Rating System navigation (National Flood Insurance 
  Program)
• Environmental education and literacy
• “Healthy” coastal tourism
• Working waterfronts for water-dependent businesses 
• Restoration of coastal habitats
• Bycatch reduction and sea turtle exclusion outreach

• Healthy Coastal Ecosystems
• Resilient Communities and Economies
• Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture
• Environmental Literacy and Workforce Development

Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Accomplishments
2014

In 2014, Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant reported these accomplishments:

• Engaged 107,417 people in informal education programs
• Leveraged $4.5 million in funding
• Helped 16 cities use resilience practices
• Provided 7,965 resident volunteer hours in coastal communities
• Engaged 1,591 pre-K through grade 12 educators in education programs
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