*There are two suggested leads, one is straight-up and general and the second one can be tailored to a particular city/region.
Sea Grant: 50 Years of Putting Science to Work for America’s Coastal Communities 
Americans live on the edge. This doesn’t have anything to do with risky behaviors, but rather, our fellow citizens’ desire make their home along the Pacific, Atlantic or Great Lakes coastline. Nearly 130 million people, which is 40 percent of the U.S. population, live in counties immediately on the coast. Those coastal counties support 51 million jobs and more than 45 percent of the gross domestic product. 
Americans live on the edge. This doesn’t have anything to do with risky behaviors, but rather, our fellow citizens’ desire make their home along the Pacific, Atlantic or Great Lakes coastline. Here in ____(fill in the blank of whatever coastal newspaper/partner newsletter) __ we certainly know that. We are in the company of  nearly 130 million people, which is 40 percent of the U.S. population. We live in counties immediately on the coast. Those coastal counties support 51 million jobs and more than 45 percent of the gross domestic product. 
It’s a growing trend to go to the water. Demographers tell us that in less than four years, migration to coastal counties is expected to expand by another 10 percent, resulting in coastal residency for about 145.6 million people. That’s more than half of all Americans. 
Being close to the water offers rewards, and challenges. We’ve seen disasters of the man-made and natural variety, economic changes and a shifting coastal ecosystem that in turn shifts the availability of coastal resources. All of these challenges provide an opening for an organization called Sea Grant to step in, applying research, education and outreach to study, protect and enhance the use of coastal resources. And, Sea Grant’s got a track record. In 2016, we can truly say that Sea Grant has spent 50 years putting science to work for America’s coastal communities. 
Let’s take a look at those 50 years, starting with a fateful Minneapolis cab trip. Then, we can assess where Sea Grant has made a mark. 
In 1963, Athelstan Spilhaus was enroute to the annual meeting of the American Fisheries Society, being held in Minneapolis. In the back of a cab, he was hastily composing the remarks he would deliver in less than an hour to the assembled group of fisheries researchers and managers. 
As dean of the University Minnesota’s Institute of Technology, he was more than familiar with the land grant college model—research know-how then taken off of campuses and shared with those who could use the scientifically validated tools and ideas. Under pressure to come up with his talk, he was suddenly inspired. Why not propose the same framework as a land grant college except apply it to the nation’s oceans and Great Lakes? 
Thanks to lobbying by the tenacious and well-connected Spilhaus and support from Washington heavyweight Sen. Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island, the idea gained traction. In 1966, Congress enacted the Sea Grant College program. Its charge was to, “Provide for the understanding and wise use of ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources and the environment.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]To this day, that remains the charge for the 33 Sea Grant programs, which support projects in __(put emphasis on whatever areas that seem most appropriate to your program here) ___ fisheries, aquaculture, resiliency, habitat protection and restoration, education and workforce training in every state that has a coastline, along with Puerto Rico and Guam. 
Since 1995 alone, there have been more than 10,000 Sea Grant projects. In that same timeframe, this partnership between universities and the federal government (the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) has leveraged more than $2.2 billion dollars to bring about accomplishments. 
These include local responses to local coastal needs. There are also broad solutions to widespread needs. Consider these historical examples (insert your own examples here, go with the following or use a combination of the two): 
· Local coastal ecosystems have been studied, leading to an understanding and better use of the Houston Ship Channel, Biscayne Bay and Pamlico Sound, for example, because of Sea Grant efforts. 
· At MIT and with Sea Grant support, researchers developed an electron beam water purification system. 
· Washington Sea Grant scientists developed a fast, sensitive and inexpensive way to test for calcium ion concentration in blood serum using extracts from jellyfish. 
· The World Health Organization adopted fish-specific toxicity standards to flag the effects of pollution on fish for human consumption thanks to Wisconsin Sea Grant research. 	
 
To see a more recent collection of projects that clearly demonstrate responsible of stewardship of public dollars, visit the National Sea Grant Program website, 1.usa.gov/1ViKgHx. Some would say the impacts and accomplishments on those pages are golden. 


