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Final Agenda 

National Sea Grant Advisory Board (NSGAB) Fall Meeting 

October 9 (Sun.)-10 (Mon.), 2016 

Newport Marriott 

25 America’s Cup Avenue, Newport, RI 02840 

 

 

Sunday, October 9, 2016 

Freedom Room 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 9:00 am – 1:30 pm EDT 

 

 Breakfast on your own 

 

9:00 – 9:15 Welcome, introductions, roll call, review of agenda, approval of minutes, and 

Chair’s Update (Mr. Dale Baker, Chair, NSGAB) 

 

9:15 – 10:15 National Sea Grant College Program (NSGCP) Update (Dr. Jonathan Pennock, 

Director, NSGCP) 

 

10:15 – 10:30 Break 

 

10:30-11:15 Sea Grant Association (SGA) Update (Dr. Sylvain DeGuise, President, SGA) 

 

11:15 – 11:45 Biennial Report Update and Vote (Dr. Rosanne Fortner, NSGAB) 

 

11:45 – 12:00 Public Comment Period  

 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch on your own 

 

1:00 – 1:15 Lake Champlain Sea Grant Institutional Status Update (J. Pennock, NSGCP) 

 

1:15 – 1:30  Discussion of day’s topics and wrap-up (D. Baker, NSGAB)  

 

1:30 Public Meeting recessed until 8:00 am Monday, October 10, 2016 

 

1:30 – 4:30 EEO “Unconscious Bias” Training- Board attendance only (Ms. Darlene V. 

Floyd) 

 

4:30 – 5:30 Business Meeting -Board attendance only           
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Monday, October 10, 2016 

Freedom Room 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 8:00 am – 11:00 am EST 

 

 Breakfast on your own 

 

8:00 – 8:15  Call to Order and follow up from previous day’s meeting (D. Baker, NSGAB) 

 

8:15 – 8:45      Overview of the Korea Sea Grant Program (Dr. BG Lee, President, Korea Sea 

Grant Association) 

 

8:45 – 9:15 Sea Grant 50
th

 Anniversary Update (Ms. Brooke Carney, NSGO)  

 

9:15 – 9:30 Break       

 

9:30 – 10:15 NOAA Research Update & Discussion (Mr. Craig McLean, Deputy Assistant 

Administrator, NOAA Research) 

 

10:15 – 10:45 2018-2021 Strategic Planning (Ms. Peg Brady, Detail, National Sea Grant Office; 

S. DeGuise, SGA) 

 

10:45 – 11:00 Discussion of meeting topics and wrap-up (D. Baker, NSGAB)   

 

11:00               Meeting Adjourned (Lunch on your own from 12-2pm) 
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National Sea Grant Advisory Board (NSGAB) Spring Meeting 
March 7-8, 2016 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Washington Plaza Hotel 
10 Thomas Circle, NW, 

Washington, DC 
 

Monday, March 7, 2016 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 8:30 AM-5:00 PM EST 
 
Roll Call: 
 
NSGAB: Dale Baker, Patricia Birkholz, Paulinus Chigbu, Rosanne Fortner, E. Gordon Grau, Judith Gray, 
Brian Helmuth, Amber Mace, James Murray, Nancy Rabalais, Rolland Schmitten, Richard Vortmann, 
Nikola Garber (ex-officio), Sylvain DeGuise (ex-officio) 
 
National Sea Grant Office (NSGO): Jim Berkson, Margaret (Peg) Brady, Dorn Carlson, Brooke Carney, 
April Croxton, Laura Early, Jonathan Eigen (Designated Federal Officer), Kyrstin Fornace, Julia Galkiewicz, 
Chris Hayes, Jennifer Hinden, Matthew Lurie, Amanda McCarty, Karen Pianka, Elizabeth Rohring 
 
Other: Nancy Balcom, Connecticut Sea Grant; Mona Behl, Georgia Sea Grant; Rebecca Briggs, Hawaii Sea 
Grant; Terry Donaldson, University of Guam; Jim Hurley, University of Wisconsin Sea Grant; LaDonn 
Swann, Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant; Richard West, Ex-NSGAB Member 
 
Welcome, introductions, review agenda, approval of minutes, Chair’s update (Dale Baker, Chair, 
NSGAB) 
 
Motion by Mr. Vortmann to approve the November 2015 minutes with one recommended change 
given by Dr. Murray.  
Dr. Mace 2nd, unanimous approval.  
Motion approved. 
 
National Sea Grant College Program (NSGCP) Update (Nikola Garber, Deputy Director, NSGCP) 
Handout: FY2014-2016 Sea Grant Spending Plan 
 
Comments, Q/A: Mr. Baker noted in NOAA’s Budget Report, there was a large reduction in projects. Mr. 
Eigen noted the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) asked programs for total number of projects 
that would be impacted, this year.  
 
Mr. Vortmann asked for an explanation of a Small Business Research Initiative. Mr. Eigen replied there’s 
a requirement for the federal government to set aside extramural research funds for small business’. 
The NSGO decides what they fund out of the SBIR. These are projects done at the state level, but have 
to be done by small business.  
 
NOAA Research Update & Discussion (Craig McLean, Deputy Assistant Administrator, NOAA Research) 
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Topics discussed: Office of Atmospheric Research (OAR) and NOAA Leadership staffing changes, FY16 
Budget; Sea Grant Reauthorization, Sea Grant 50th, partnership opportunities.  
 
Mr. McLean would like to best utilize Sea Grant, find overlap, and figure out how to avoid competition, 
and unnecessary spending. There are several examples of where Sea Grant has excelled, Deep Water 
Horizon, Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane Rita. The 50th Anniversary is a great opportunity to learn what Sea 
Grant does, and better educate everyone. 
 
Sea Grant has several partnerships within Dr. Kathryn Sullivan’s four objectives. There is an option to 
work with the National Weather Service on Weather Ready Nation. Another option is in the area of 
organizational excellence and to demonstrate how we best utilize the public’s money. 
 
Comments, Q/A: Mrs. Gray suggested brining the Sea Grant model into laboratories to recruit scientists. 
Mr. Mclean replied the funding levels now only allow the labs to focus on the recipient of the product. 
They are working on building relationships, bridging gaps between research and operation. 
 
Dr. Grau noted one of the big problems is that the general public doesn’t understand the connection 
between what they do and climate, on a daily basis. Sea Grant can play a major role in connecting what 
happens in OAR, and the needs of the community; and translating that to the public. It’s better to 
acquaint Sea Grant extension, and faculty, with what OAR is doing, and how it can affect the 
communities. Mr. McLean mentioned the possibility of an OAR-wide Summit. Representatives from the 
NSGAB, SGA, etc., would be invited.   
 
Dr. Murray noted the recent review of Sea Grant Extension Liaison positions. There were two parts to 
the report, one is how to make the process better, and the other is an opportunity to socialize NOAA to 
the Sea Grant Model, and to use it in similar positions. The NSGAB would like to know how to bring it to 
the attention of higher level positions. Mr. McLean noted this is something that can go into the 
marketing plan. It will be important in teaching other line offices what Sea Grant does.  
 
Sea Grant Association (SGA)/Sea Grant Week update (Sylvain DeGuise, President, SGA) 

Comments, Q/A: Mona Behl asked why at a national level is diversity not a topic to discuss. She would 

like to know how diversity is represented amongst the SGA director network.  

Member-at-Large Slate and vote (D.Baker, NSGAB) 

The Nominating Committee nominated for Member-at-Large, Dr. James Murray  pending no other 

nominations. No other nominations were brought forward.  

Mr. Schmitten motioned to approve the nomination put forth by the Nominating committee, as is.  
Dr. Fortner 2nd, unanimous approval. 
Motion approved.  
 
10-Year NOAA Sea Grant Aquaculture Vision (LaDon Swann, SGA) 
 
50th Video (Link) 
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Comments, Q/A: Dr. Mace suggested Dr. Swann add language about sustainability, or environmental 

impact. It’s important to highlight the work that Sea Grant already does. 

Senator Birkholz noted there is nothing in the document about the Great Lakes, and aquatic invasive 

species. 

Mr. Schmitten noted there are a lot of recommendations, but they need to be categorized by priorities.  

Strategic Planning (Peg Brady, Detail, NSGO; S. DeGuise, SGA) 

Comments, Q/A:  

It was discussed that the Strategic Planning should be finalized, and move forward regardless of the 

administration transition.  

Dr. Grau suggested adding additional focus areas. The largest contributors to coastal economies are 

energy, and tourism. If Sea Grant is going to address coasts as they are, then major topics need to be 

discussed.  Coastal development is the biggest contributor to coastal vulnerability. It is also the bigger 

contributor to environmental degradation. In terms of thinking for the next 50-100 years, these are 

things that need to be addressed. 

Dr. Murray suggested having representation from the NOAA planning office in the steering committee. 

Mrs. Brady noted she is working on meeting with NOAA leadership and to have that conversation. Dr. 

Garber noted we are looking at this as a marketing strategy. That way we can include background.  

Dr. Grau asked if anyone from the Department of Commerce (DOC) is going to be involved. Mrs. Brady 

noted she’s made some connections with the DOC planning unit, and she expects there will be some 

engagement.  

Focus Area Update (NSGO Knauss Fellows) 

Comments, Q/A:   

Dr. Rabalais asked the fellows to give a sense of the cross cutting areas of the focus groups. Mrs. 

Fornace noted she feels that Healthy Coastal Ecosystems is by definition Resilient. Erin feels 

Environmental Literacy and Workforce Development crosses all focus areas. A lot of accomplishments 

and impacts involve Environmental Literacy and Workforce Development.   

Dr. Helmuth asked what the sense of efficiencies of scale is. Mrs. Fornace noted it would be hard to 

judge at a national level. Sea Grant has very strong connections with a lot of local communities, and they 

all require different things. Mrs. Shew noted in the climate area, she feels there are a lot of places for 

opportunities for Sea Grant to be on the ground for outreach and funding, but also collaborate with a lot 

of agencies on climate. That way better collaboration could come into play. 

Dr. DeGuise noted there’s a need for the focus teams. Dr. Murray noted this is a PIE II recommendation. 

Globalization of the Sea grant Model (D. Vortmann) 
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Dr. Vortmann noted the purpose of the discussion is to decide whether or not the Sea Grant model 

would work internationally.  

Comments, Q/A: 

Dr. Rabalais noted there are other groups actively working towards doing the same thing, and there are 

several universities that are involved with Mexico, and Cuba.  These groups include the Consortium of 

Institutions for Marine Research of the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean, Gulf Accord idea, and the Bilateral 

Forum on Higher Education, Innovation, and Research. She recommends there be some greater 

education about the different things that are going on, and to try and get the universities involved.  

Mrs. Gray noted NOAA’s research laboratories work internationally, for example the Atlantic 

Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory works with the University of Miami on Interconnectivity 

of Meso-American Reefs.  

Dr. DeGuise suggested the Department of State (DOS). Dr. Murray noted Rene Eppi (NOAA Office 

International Affairs) can open doors at the DOS to bring Sea Grant issues to their attention. The DOS is 

interested by Sea Grant’s model because it’s the national government working with and listening to local 

and regional interests. 

Dr. Helmuth noted there is a contact at Woods Hole Sea Grant that is on the advisory board on the One 

Ocean Initiative.  

Mr. Schmitten addressed the topic of Cuba, and suggested the group go to the Assistant Secretary of 

State, and have them contact people at foreign embassies who would talk to their environmental person 

and evaluate the usefulness of the program.  

Mr. Vortmann suggested inviting Korea, Indonesia, and possibly Japan to Sea Grant Week to discuss 

international issues. Mr. Baker noted Darren Lerner from Hawaii Sea Grant is planning a trip to Japan in 

May. He was invited to go as the Chair of the NSGAB.  

Dr. Grau noted he has long term relationships with several Japanese universities. They’re beginning to 

understand that they need to better connect with their communities to explain the utility of their 

research. Jim Sullivan was a strong advocate for Sea Grant in Japan, as well. There is a plan for a meeting 

in Japan at some point to have Korea and Japan to talk about Sea Grant. 

Dr. Grau noted a lot of graduate students from Japan have been funded at U.S. universities with Sea 

Grant money, which increases their good will towards the Sea Grant network. They’ve been funding U.S. 

graduate students, as well. Cuba is considering having a scientific symposium on relevant issues. Money 

is being provided to support U.S. travelers to the symposium, not funding it entirely.  

Mr. Vortmann suggested having a database of Sea Grant funded foreign students who have returned to 

their countries, and what they are doing now. That would help display what contacts Sea Grant already 

has. 
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Program Implementation and Evaluation (PIE) II Review (Dick West, PIE Chair; Chris Hayes, NSGO) 

Comments, Q/A:  

Dr. Murray recommended leaving the Site Visit report as is, with no grade, and including it in the final 

set of materials for the Individual Review Panel (IRP) to evaluate. Admiral West noted there is not 

enough time for the IRP to evaluate the Site Visit report again, and that they should be present for the 

site visit. Dr. Helmuth noted this would mean the IRP would have to meet twice throughout the process.  

Mr. Hayes noted as an author of several Site Visit reports, it includes a lot about the successes of the 

program. The recommendation is to not have a 1-5 scale rating. 

Dr. Grau recommended swapping the Performance Review Plan and Site Visit. The IRP makes a tentative 

evaluation based on whatever information is given by the programs, except that in this case the Site 

Visit would say they uncovered a whole bunch of things submitted in the evaluation that was provided. 

Mr. Vortmann noted that would put more weight on the reviewer and program. Dr. DeGuise noted the 

Site Visit report would now have value because it would be included in the overall evaluation of the 

program and given to the IRP to evaluate. 

Dr. Rabalais motioned to accept the recommendations of the PIE II Committee to forward to the 
National Sea Grant Office for their benefit in improving the review system.  
Mr. Vortmann 2nd, unanimous approval. 
Motion approved.  
 
March 8, 2016 

Call to Order and follow up from previous days meeting 

SWOT Analysis Follow-up: 

Mr. Baker noted the NSGAB would like to further discuss the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 

threats (SWOT) for the entire Sea Grant program.  This is important for future focus teams, SGA 

priorities, political transition, and what the role of the NSGAB should be within NOAA. 

Mr. Vortmann suggested having a SWOT Analysis of the entire Sea Grant program that involved Sea 

Grant leadership (NSGO, SGA, and NSGAB). Mr. Vortmann volunteered to facilitate the analysis. The 

leadership of the NSGAB would include Mr. Baker, Dr. Mace, and Mr. Schmitten. Dr. Garber suggested 

the SWOT analysis work in conjunction with strategic planning.   

Focus Teams Follow-up: 

Dr. Grau recommended focus teams be resurrected, and should be in collaboration with the SGA. A lot 

of successes have come out of the focus teams such as the signing of the NOAA Environmental 

Protection Act Memorandum of Understanding. The most important part of focus teams is that it 

creates new ways of what Sea Grant can do, and it’s highly valuable.  
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Dr. Garber recommended using focus teams during the implementation phase of the PIE Committee 

recommendation.  

Dr. Murray noted the genesis of the theme teams and the idea was to have all discussions out of the 

way, have a blue print ready to go that the network agreed on, so that should an opportunity arise, Sea 

Grant could promote it together. The focus teams were in one sense designed to parallel the strategic 

planning effort and to the intellectual power relating the theme teams. The most important function 

was the intellectual futuristic thinking. 

Dr. Grau motioned for the NSGAB to recommend to the NSGO to reconvene the concept of focus 
teams.  
Dr. Gray 2nd, unanimous vote. 
Motion approved. 
 
Public Comment Period 

No public comment 

NOAA Liaison Report (D. Baker, NSGAB; Elizabeth Rohring, NSGO) 

Mr. Schmitten noted the report has been carried out, but in an ad hoc basis. The next steps will be to 

look at standard operating procedures, and consistency.  

Dr. Grau asked what NOAA Liaisons do, and why were they started. Mr. Baker noted the liaisons take 

the information developed at the lab, and send it through the Sea Grant network. It’s supposed to be a 

NOAA/Sea Grant relationship.  Dr. Grau noted he would find it beneficial to get a report from the 

liaisons to get to know them better, and learn about what they do. Ms. Rohring noted a series of articles 

are being put together with that information and will be made available on the NSGO website. 

Ms. Gray suggested Mr. Craig McLean and a group from Sea Grant, do a pilot program in one of the labs 

and listen to what they do. Mr. Vortmann asked if NOAA knows these positions exist, and how do we 

generate a benefit in this investment. Mr. Baker noted the liaison positions need to be marketed to 

NOAA, which is one of the recommendations. Mr. Hayes noted the Sea Grant Exchange program 

conducts webinars for all of NOAA to see and they report on the program. This could be a model for the 

liaison positions. 

Mr. Vortmann asked how many Sea Grant dollars are invested into this. Mr. Eigen noted about $280K in 

FY16. Dr. Garber noted the group also needs to think if it’s worth allocating money for or if the funds can 

be used elsewhere. Mr. Schmitten noted the standard operating procedures will include: recruitment, 

operations, reporting, funding, and evaluation. Mr. Baker noted there should be a request for proposal 

for these positions, and that money should be set aside.  

Mr. Vortmann asked what the reason is behind having these positions. Mr. Murray noted the original 

intent was Sea Grant wanted to show it could be the extension arm of NOAA, and help make NOAA 

products and services more relevant to NOAA and the public. He feels Sea Grant would receive some 
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great proposals and marketing by expanding the liaison positions, and having it be an open competition 

for Sea Grant programs, or any NOAA projects that needed outreach.  

Ms. Rohring questioned how Sea Grant gets NOAA to support it because it’s not being effective at the 

program level where it needs to happen. This is where the RFP needs to happen.  Dr. Rabalais 

mentioned the RFP would make the liaisons less worried about their jobs.  

Mr. Baker noted there will be a final report by the Fall 2016 meeting.  

National Ocean Sciences Bowl (NOSB) Update (Rosanne Fortner, NSGAB) 

Dr. Fortner noted almost all of the Sea Grant programs do something with their regional NOSB. This can 

be anything from hosting a regional NOSB, national competition, or volunteering. At the present time 

Sea Grant has a substantial involvement nationwide, and the question remains whether Sea Grant 

should be supporting in a national way the efforts of the NOSB. Dr. Fortner feels it should remain the 

prerogative of the individual state programs. If Sea Grant has additional education money, it should be 

going to educational efforts deemed important within the programs.   

Admiral West noted the NOSB committee is not asking for Sea Grant money, although the funding as 

gone down. This should be a premier education thing for NOAA. More money needs to be put into the 

NOSB program to be given to Sea Grant programs to support. The NOSB committee will fund a summit 

as to how they can go forward with funding. The goal is to get more money, so it can be given to Sea 

Grant to support the NOSB. If the Sea Grant programs don’t host the regional programs like they do 

now, the NOSB will go away.  Admiral West suggests Dr. Fortner to attend the summit and go from 

there. Mr. Schmitten noted he is interested in supporting the NOSB on the Hill during his next visit. 

Sea Grant 50th Anniversary Update (Brooke Carney, NSGO)-handout 

Mr. Schmitten noted he created a draft Presidential proclamation that will go through the Department 

of Commerce and NOAA. Senator Birkholz recommended every Governor create a proclamation in every 

state we have a major Sea Grant program.  

Biennial Report Update (R. Fortner, NSGAB) 

Dr. Fortner noted the Biennial Report to Congress is required from the NSGAB every two years. The 

layout can be handled internally for this issue, and print will come from Puerto Rico Sea Grant.  

Senator Birkholz suggested including with the Biennial Report state by state fact sheets that report on 

number of dollars Sea Grant has provided to that specific state. Dr. Fortner suggested that each State 

program create the one-pager. Dr. Garber suggested a draft letter that the directors’ could send with 

the Biennial Report to their state legislature.  It was also suggested to add information about extension 

liaisons in sentinel sites to make them more visible.  

Other suggestions included adding higher elevated recommendations, why Sea Grant should have full-

time employees, and information on focus teams and why they are important.  
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Member Updates 

Dr. Garber noted Mr. McLean has mentioned a marketing plan for Sea Grant. He wants her and Ms. 

Rohring to pursue the idea of a marketing plan, but with staffing limitations, they need support from the 

SGA and NSGAB.  

Discussion of meeting topics and wrap-up (D. Baker, NSGAB) 

Meeting Adjourned 
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National Sea Grant Advisory Board (NSGAB) Meeting 
Aug 12, 2016 

Meeting Minutes 
Conference Call 

 
 
Friday, August 12, 2016 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 3:00-5:00 PM EST 
 
Roll Call: 
 
NSGAB: Dale Baker, Paulinus Chigbu, Rosanne Fortner, E. Gordon Grau, Judith Gray, Brian Helmuth, 
Amber Mace, James Murray, Rolland Schmitten, Richard Vortmann, Jonathan Pennock (ex-officio), 
Sylvain DeGuise (ex-officio) 
 
National Sea Grant Office (NSGO): Rebecca Briggs, Brooke Carney, Jonathan Eigen (Designated Federal 
Officer), Julia Galkiewicz, Nikola Garber, Chris Hayes, Jennifer Hinden, Jonathan Lilley, and Elizabeth 
Rohring 
 
Other: William (Breck) Bowden, Lake Champlain Sea Grant; Phyllis Grifman, University of Southern 
California Sea Grant; Kris Stepenuk, Lake Champlain Sea Grant; and Richard West, Ex-NSGAB Member 
 
Welcome, introductions, review of agenda, roll call (Mr. Dale Baker, Chair; Mr. Jonathan Eigen, 
Designated Federal Officer (DFO)) 
 
Mr. Eigen reported the NSGAB Charter was renewed until 2018. He will be speaking with the 
Department of Commerce General Counsel and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Chief of Staff on a formal process to approve subcommittees of the NSGAB. An update will be given at 
the next NSGAB Meeting. 
 
Mr. Eigen noted Jennifer Hinden will be setting up an email account specifically for the NSGAB to use to 
cc any conversations sent via email related to the NSGAB. An announcement will be made once the 
email account has been set-up.  
 
Public Comment Period 
 
No Public Comment 
 
Lake Champlain Sea Grant-Letter of Intent (Dr. Jonathan Pennock, NSGO Director) 
 
Dr. Pennock reported on July 20th, the NSGO received a letter of intent from Mr. Breck Bowden, Director 
of Lake Champlain Sea Grant, stating that they would like to initiate the application process to move 
from a Coherent Area Program (CAP) to a Sea Grant Institution. Lake Champlain has been a CAP for four 
years.  
 
As for next steps, the NSGO will set-up a mechanism for a formal application in which Lake Champlain 
Sea Grant can submit a proposal. The mechanism will include a Federal Funding Opportunity for all 
“qualified” applicants to submit an application. The NSGCP Director will charge the NSGAB with the 
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responsibility of reviewing the program’s proposal and conduct a site visit. The NSAB subcommittee will 
make a recommendation to the NSGAB based on their review. The NSGAB will then make a 
recommendation to the NSGCP Director, who will make a recommendation to the Secretary of 
Commerce. The entire process can take up to or more than a year.  
 
Some caveats for this include, getting the NOAA Administrator to approve all subcommittees. That 
means the recommendations for the subcommittee need to go through the NOAA formal process which 
may take a while. Normally, the NSGAB Chair would recommend members of the subcommittee. Given 
the relationship that Mr. Baker has with the program, both from his work at New York Sea Grant and his 
role as an advisor for Lake Champlain Sea Grant, the NSGO would like to ask Dr. Mace, NSGAB Vice 
Chair, to take on the lead for this review. Her role will be to make recommendations for members of the 
review committee.  
 
Comments, Q/A: 
 
Mr. Vortmann asked Dr. Pennock to provide additional information on the different steps of program 
status. Dr. Pennock noted a CAP is mostly standing up the program with the intent of moving forward to 
a higher status. An institutional program integrates a research component. The base for funding is $1M 
depending on the funding level of the NSGCP. The highest level achievable is college status. Programs 
must be at the institutional level for three years, and meet all levels of excellence. The base funding is 
the same as institutional status.  
 
Discuss and approve draft text of the 2016 Biennial Report to Congress on the State of Sea Grant (Dr. 
Rosanne Fortner, NSGAB) 
 
Comments, Q/A: 
 
Comments were provided by Mr. Vortmann, Dr. DeGuise, and Dr. Garber via email to Dr. Fortner. 
 
Dr. Mace commented on recommendation one (pg 5). Some readers may not be familiar with the 
recommendation, and t the committee may want to reword it differently. The recommendation makes it 
seem there are no partnerships. Dr. Helmuth agreed with Dr. Mace’s recommendation.  
 
Motion by Mr. Vortmann to approve the draft text of the 2016 Biennial Report Congress on the State 
of Sea Grant with recommended changes.  
Dr. Murray 2nd, unanimous approval.  
 
Discuss and approve the draft NOAA Sea Grant Extension Liaison Review Committee Report (D. Baker, 
NSGAB) 
 
Mr. Baker noted the charge for this committee was initiated by Dr. Garber in 2015. The committee 
consisted of himself, Dr. Murray, Dr. Mace, Mr. Michael Liffmann, Ms. Helen Cheng, Mrs. Rohring, and 
Dr. Samuel Chan. The committee identified who the liaison positions, there location, and how many. The 
positions have been ad hoc, and funding was traditionally from three sources (NOAA lab, state Sea Grant 
program, and the NSGO).  
 
Comments, Q/A: 
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Dr. Murray noted an overview of the liaison positions is potentially a very important tool for Sea Grant 
to use in promoting and maximizing it’s visibility within NOAA. There has been a significant amount of ad 
hoc progress towards developing some of the recommendations from the Byrne Report, but this 
provides an opportunity to work within NOAA and expand our abilities to partner with NOAA and their 
outreach functions. NOAA has a lot of outreach needs and Sea Grant has unique extension capabilities, 
and he feels a partnership could be expanded which is what is being highlighted in this report.  
 
Mrs. Rohring agreed. She feels this report, and the recommendations in the 2016 Biennial Report are 
very important for Sea Grant right now as we look at another budge year. Sea Grant is the right group 
for more boots on the ground approach. People are concerned with the word reporting based on 
comments, but she thinks impacts and accomplishments should include liaisons. She and Ms. Brooke 
Carney can sit down and create a one-pager on the impacts and information on liaisons.  
 
Mr. Baker noted the Sea Grant Association, and the NSGAB will be kept in the look on any updates 
moving forward.  
 
Mr. Schmitten encouraged the liaisons to meet together and to have a modest amount of travel funds.  
 
Dr. DeGuise recommended program match. He isn’t sure it’s doable unless the NSGO funds come from 
the 5% administrative cap, which he doesn’t think that’s something we want to do at this point. His 
second recommendation was to encourage the NSGO to provide more clarity on applying. There are a 
number of those that were created on an ad hoc basis, but the outcome of that may appear to some 
that programs might benefit a lot and others not so much. He would like to see better language under 
recommendation two (pg. 9) that does not limit itself to the application process, but to how those 
partnerships are created and continually supported.  
 
Dr. Chan noted all of the programs are hosted by a Sea Grant program except the current position in the 
NOAA National Severe Storms Laboratory (NSSL). Mr. Baker noted the committee feels all liaison 
positions should have a host office, and at the report suggests the positions and others that may follow 
would benefit from having a Sea Grant host. Not having a host decreases coordination with Sea Grant.  
 
Mrs. Rohring asked if anyone feels the definition of liaison should be more succinctly defined. Mrs. Gray 
noted that the definition should be flexible and not over defined because every institution and lab is 
different.  
 
Motion by Mrs. Gray to approve the draft NOAA Sea Grant Extension Liaison Review Committee 
Report.  
Mr. Schmitten 2nd, unanimous approval.  
 
Discuss and approve the draft PIE II Committee Report (Richard West, Chair of PIE II Committee; D. 
Baker, NSGAB) 
 
Admiral West reviewed the recommendations of the report.  
 
Comments, Q/A: 
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Dr. Fortner noted the report recommendations do not seem to result in a reduction of work. Mr. Hayes 
noted one of the major changes in the report is suggesting there be one panel instead of five. This 
affects the work load of facilitators and the panel as well as guidance on limiting the number of impacts.  
 
Dr. DeGuise noted the Sea Grant Directors discussed the review, and the consensus was they are overall 
very happy with recommendations. He also feels the entire process is more transparent.   
 
Motion by Mr. Dale Baker to approve the draft PIE II Committee Report.  
Mr. Vortmann 2nd, unanimous approval.  
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Public Comment 
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Lake Champlain Sea Grant’s Letter of Intent 
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Lake Champlain Sea Grant provides Equal Program and Equal Employment Opportunities in association with University of 

Vermont Extension, U.S. Department of Agriculture and U.S. Department of Commerce. 

 
 
 
Lake Champlain Sea Grant 
University of Vermont 
Rubenstein School of 

     Environment and Natural 
     Resources 
George D. Aiken Center 
81 Carrigan Drive 
Burlington, VT 05405 

 
Phone: (802) 656-4280  
Fax: (802) 656-8683 
www.uvm.edu/seagrant  
seagrant@uvm.edu  

 
A Joint Program of:  
• The University of Vermont 
• SUNY Plattsburgh 

• NOAA, Department of 
Commerce 

20 July, 2016 
 
 
 
Dr. Jonathan Pennock 
National Sea Grant Office 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 11735  
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
 
 
RE:  Lake Champlain Sea Grant Intent to Request Sea Grant Institute Status 
 
 
Dear Dr. Pennock, 
 
On behalf of the Lake Champlain Sea Grant (LCSG) I respectfully request that the 
National Sea Grant College Program (NSGCP) initiate the process to consider an 
application from the LCSG to move from a Coherent Area Program (CAP) to Institute 
status. 
 
Background 
 
The LCSG was established as a project of the New York Sea Grant (NYSG) in 1999.  The 
original proposal stressed that the focus for this new initiative was “for a Lake 
Champlain Sea Grant Outreach Program, not a New York and a Vermont outreach 
program, but a basin wide coordinated effort.”  We have adhered to and grown our 
programs based on this multijurisdictional model.  Through the primary partnership 
between the University of Vermont (UVM) and State University of New York, 
Plattsburgh (SUNY-P) plus partnerships with other organizations in the basin, we 
actively operate in a lake catchment that includes two states (New York and Vermont) 
as well as the Province of Quebec in Canada.  The Lake Champlain basin lies within the 
Laurentian-Great Lakes drainage.  We share close environmental, social, and economic 
ties with the Great Lakes region and the Great Lakes Sea Grant programs, with whom 
we associate.  Geographically we are also closely associated with and communicate 
with the New England Sea Grant programs on topics of mutual interest. 
 
Initially the LCSG consisted of two Outreach specialists with an ambitious charge to 
provide education and outreach on critical challenges including “water quality, non-
point source pollution, sustainable development in the coastal region, coastal economic 
development, recreational fisheries, and aquatic exotic species.”  The early successes of 
the program led to designation as a Sea Grant Coherent Area Program (CAP) in 2012.  In 
his letter of decision (August 9, 2012) the NSGCP Director at that time, Dr. Leon 
Cammen, noted that “The Lake Champlain Sea Grant project has earned this 
designation for demonstrating a strong core of capabilities in research, extension and 
education, and applying this competence to regional challenges and opportunities.” Dr. 
Cammen’s letter also summarized the steps required to attain Sea Grant Institute 
status. 
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In the years since the LCSG attained CAP status we: 
 

 Appointed a new LCSG Director 

 Hired a new Sea Grant Extension Program Leader 

 Successfully developed and implemented an omnibus proposal, in addition to two previous 
omnibus proposals fully executed prior to achieving CAP status 

 Expanded the Outreach staff to deliver new and innovative programs 

 Developed a new Green Infrastructure Collaborative with the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation (VTDEC) which led to shared (50:50) support for a manager who 
promotes education and communication on low-impact design and community resilience on 
behalf of the VTDEC and LCSG 

 Hosted the Great Lakes Network meeting of regional Sea Grant programs 

 Developed outreach programs tailored to a new audience (e.g., real estate agents) which have 
been enthusiastically received 

 Undertook an intensive strategic planning initiative that engaged diverse stakeholders in a series 
of meetings and surveys to identify our core strengths  

 
In 2015 we opted to host an external, NSGCP-led, Site Review as part of the national review program 
then underway in preparation for the Performance Review process.  As a program with only CAP status 
we were not required to have this Site Review.  However, with the guidance of then Interim Director 
Nikola Garber, we decided to use this mechanism to assess our readiness to propose Institute status.  
The Site Review report (April 17, 2016) concluded that “the LCSG Coherent Area Program partnership 
meets the standards of NOAA’s Sea Grant program and has demonstrated the potential to begin the 
process of becoming an institutional program.”    
 
Request and Intent 
 
Based on our recent performance and the clear need to expand our program as determined by input 
from our stakeholders in strategic planning meetings, we request that the NSGCP initiate the process to 
consider an application from the LCSG to move to Institute status.  We intend to submit an application 
for Institute status in the first quarter of 2017.  We request that this application be reviewed in a 
timeframe that would allow us to host a Site Review in the summer of 2017.  We hope that this timing 
would allow a final decision to be rendered in time to prepare project and budget proposals for the next 
omnibus cycle beginning in 2018. 
 
We look forward to working with the NSGCP staff and the National Sea Grant Advisory Board on this 
critically important evolution of the LCSG.  If you have any questions about this request please contact 
me at 802-646-2513 or breck.bowden@uvm.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
William B. Bowden, Director 
Lake Champlain Sea Grant  
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cc: Nikola Garber, NOAA National Sea Grant Office 
 Elizabeth Rohring, NOAA National Sea Grant Office 
 Jonathan Eigen, NOAA National Sea Grant Office 
 Dorn Carlson, NOAA National Sea Grant Office 
 
 David Rosowsky, Provost, University of Vermont 
 James Liszka, Provost, State University of New York, Plattsburgh 
 Richard Galbraith, Vice President for Research, University of Vermont 
 Nancy Mathews, Dean, Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources, UVM 
 Doug Lantagne, Dean, Extension, UVM  
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Biographies 

Advisory Board Members 

Dale Baker (Chair) 

Ithaca, NY 

Dale Baker worked with Sea Grant for over 36 years and served as a Sea 

Grant Extension Program Leader for 34 years.  His major programmatic 

responsibilities were in the areas of commercial fisheries, ports and harbors, 

aquaculture and coastal climate change. Mr. Baker retired from Cornell 

University in January of 2009, but continues to do work for Sea Grant and the 

Cayuga Lake Watershed Network. 

 

Patricia Birkholz 

Saugatuck, MI 

Senator Patty Birkholz is director of the Michigan Office of the Great Lakes.  

Previously, she served as a member of the Michigan State Senate from 2002 to 

2010.  In the Senate, she represented the 24th District comprising of Allegan, 

Barry and Eaton Counties.  Prior to her terms in the Senate, she represented 

the 88th District in the Michigan House of Representatives from 1996 to 2002.  

She was the Allegan County Treasurer from 1992 to 1996. Birkholz began her 

career in politics as a trustee for Saugatuck Township. 

 

Paulinus Chigbu, PhD 

Fruitland, MD 

Dr. Paulinus Chigbu is the Director of the NOAA Living Marine Resources 

Cooperative Science Center, Director of the National Science Foundation 

Center for Research Excellence in Science and Technology: Center for the 

Study of Coastal Ecosystem Processes and Dynamics in the Mid-Atlantic 

Region and a professor of marine environmental science at the University of 

Maryland.  Chigbu has been involved in many programs to bring diversity to 

marine science including projects and partnerships with NOAA, Jackson State, University of 

Mississippi, Office of Naval Research and the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation.  Dr. 

Chigbu has been the recipient of a Fulbright scholarship, an Excellence Fellowship from the University 

of Washington and served as Chair of the Mississippi Academy of Sciences. 
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Rosanne Fortner, PhD 

Oak Island, NC 

Dr. Rosanne Fortner is a retired professor of environmental science education 

from The Ohio State University and a former middle school science teacher.  

In her 27 years at OSU she taught environmental communications and 

education to undergraduates and graduate students on campus, and Great 

Lakes interdisciplinary sciences for educators at F.T. Stone Laboratory on 

Lake Erie.  From a position as a project investigator, she coordinated the Ohio 

Sea Grant Education Program until 2005.  Her research was directed at 

identifying needs for science education programs and training, comparing effectiveness of methods for 

Earth system science education, and assessing the impact of environmental education programs in field 

and classroom settings.  Curriculum development and assessment were also an important part of her 

responsibilities as an educator, and her 12 books of curriculum activities were funded by Ohio Sea 

Grant, the National Science Foundation, Great Lakes Protection Fund and other sponsors.  

She works with current Ohio Sea Grant investigators to bring the curricula into modern technological 

forms, and to match Great Lakes with marine science learning through online teaching.  Dr. Fortner was 

the Director of the Center for Ocean Science Education Excellence [COSEE] Great Lakes, a 

collaboration of the seven Sea Grant Education programs in the region, with NSF and Sea Grant support 

from 2006-2010.  With her assistance the scientists and educators of that program developed the Great 

Lakes Literacy Principles.  Fortner is the author of over 80 research and education-based publications, 

has advised 15 PhDs and 50 MS programs to completion, and served as a Fulbright Senior Scholar in 

Cyprus.   She is currently Co-Chair of the Oak Island Beach Preservation Society at her retirement home 

in North Carolina. 

 

E. Gordon Grau, PhD 

Kaneohe, Hawaii 

 

Dr. Grau is a Professor of Zoology at the Hawai’i Institute of 

Marine Biology, University of Hawaii. Although a Maryland 

native, Professor E. Gordon Grau has lived in Hawai‘i for 33 

years.  For 15 years, he served as the director of the University 

of Hawai‘i Sea Grant College Program (UH Sea Grant), a 

partnership program among the State of Hawai‘i, University of 

Hawai‘i at Mānoa, federal government, private industry, and 

other stakeholders.  He was also appointed the interim director 

of the Water Resources Research Center at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, which focuses on 

addressing the unique water and wastewater management practices facing people in the Pacific.  

Previously, he served as Interim Director of the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology and as 

Commissioner on the Honolulu Charter Commission, in the government of the City and County of 

Honolulu.  He also served as President of the Sea Grant Association as well as President of the Center 

for a Sustainable Future, a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization. 

 

During his tenure as director, Professor Grau positioned UH Sea Grant at the forefront of the 33 Sea 

Grant Programs nationwide by organizing his program around the theme of coastal communities and 

economies.  Through Sea Grant, both locally and nationally, Professor Grau worked to advance coastal 
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communities to become more prosperous, more economically, socially and culturally inclusive, and to 

have the smallest environmental footprint. 

 

Professor Grau holds a bachelor of science from Loyola University in Maryland, a master of science 

from Morgan State University, and a PhD from the University of Delaware.  He also completed 

postdoctoral studies at the University of California, Berkeley. Currently, he is a professor and a member 

of the faculty of the Hawai‘i Institute of Marine Biology where he maintains a laboratory.  He is the 

author of nearly 200 papers in peer-refereed journals.  He has mentored, and supported through peer-

refereed Federal grants, 16 Postdoctoral, 13 Ph.D. Students, and 22 M.S. students.  Professor Grau 

continues to conduct research, and to mentor graduate and undergraduate students and postdoctoral 

associates.  

 

Judith Gray 

Block Island, RI 

 

Judith (Judy) Gray retired in 2011 after a 33-year career as a meteorologist with 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  Judy started 

her career as a commissioned officer with the NOAA Corps.  Her civilian 

career began at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory in Seattle, where 

she studied winds along the mountainous coastlines of Alaska on NOAA ships 

and aircraft in support of the Fisheries Oceanography Coordinated 

Investigations.  She moved to NOAA headquarters to be an advocate for 

oceanic and atmospheric research, served as the Acting Deputy Director of 

NOAA’s 12 Environmental Research Laboratories, and was the NOAA 

Program Manager for the Coastal Forecast System and, together with the National Science Foundation, 

GLOBEC (Global Ocean Ecosystems Dynamics).  For 15 years, she was the Deputy Director of the 

Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory, in Miami, supporting deep sea and coastal 

oceanography, climate, hurricane, and ecosystems research, and served on the FL Sea Grant Senior 

Advisory Council.   

 

Her last position with NOAA was Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Research Programs and Administration, one of two deputies to the head of NOAA Research.  She was 

responsible for the daily operations and administration of NOAA’s research enterprise, and the 

execution of programs including the National Sea Grant Program, NOAA’s Climate Program, and 

Ocean Exploration and Research.  In retirement, Judy continues her mentoring of NOAA scientists in 

developing leadership skills.  She is the Vice President of the Block Island Maritime Institute, whose 

mission is to provide educational programs and maritime activities including aquaculture, marine 

science, and maritime heritage for residents and visitors on Block Island.  Judy is a citizen scientist, 

conducting monthly profiles of Block Island beaches to monitor routine and storm-related changes.  In 

addition to the National Sea Grant Advisory Board, she is a member of the Senior Advisory Council for 

the Rhode Island Sea Grant Program.    
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Brian Helmuth, PhD 

Marblehead, MA 

 
Dr. Brian Helmuth is a Professor at the Marine Science Center at 

Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts, with a joint 

appointment in the Department of Marine and Environmental Sciences and 

the School of Public Policy and Urban Affairs.  Helmuth’s research and 

teaching focus on predicting the likely ecological impacts of climate 

change on coastal ecosystems, and on the development of products that are 

scientifically accurate, understandable, and useful by a diverse array of 

stakeholders.  He has authored or co-authored over 70 peer-reviewed 

journal articles in the areas of climate change and marine ecology.  Helmuth is a Fellow of the Aldo 

Leopold Leadership program, which trains select scientists to interact with policy makers, journalists 

and the public and in 2011 was named a Google Science Communication Fellow in the area of climate 

change.   He also served as a lead author on the Technical input document for the inaugural Oceans 

chapter of the US National Climate Assessment.  

 

Amber Mace, PhD (Vice-Chair) 

Sacramento, CA 

Dr. Amber Mace is the Deputy Director of the California Council on Science 

and Technology (CCST).  In addition to providing strategic advice to the 

executive director and advancing CCST organizational goals, Mace leads the 

California Science, Technology and Policy Fellows program.  Concurrently 

with her position at CCST, Mace maintains her affiliation with the UC Davis 

Policy Institute for Energy, Environment and the Economy as a Policy Fellow 

advancing a regional climate adaptation initiative.  Prior to this position she 

served as the Executive Director of the California Ocean Protection Council 

(OPC) and Assistant Secretary for Coastal Matters at the California Natural 

Resources Agency from 2009 to 2012 and in dual roles as the Executive Director of the California 

Ocean Science Trust and the Science Advisor to the OPC from 2006 to 2009.  Mace worked as a 

National Sea Grant John A. Knauss marine policy fellow for the U.S. Senate’s Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation in 2006, and as a California Sea Grant state fellow at the Ocean 

Resources Management Program in the California Natural Resources Agency in 2005.  Mace is 

dedicated to ensuring policy development and resource management decisions are outcome driven, cost-

effective, and informed with sound science. 
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Michael Orbach, PhD 

North Carolina 

Dr. Michael Orbach is a Professor of the Practice of Marine Affairs and 

Policy in the Division of Marine Science Conservation at the Nicholas 

School of the Environment at Duke University.  He has performed research 

and has been involved in coastal and marine policy on all coasts of the U.S. 

and in Mexico, Central America, the Caribbean, Alaska and the Pacific, and 

has published widely on social science and policy in coastal and marine 

environments.  He has worked as a Cultural Anthropologist with the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and has held several 

Governor's appointments to environmental Boards and Commissions as 

well as appointments to National Academy of Sciences Boards and Committees.  He has been the 

President of The Coastal Society, and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Surfrider Foundation. 

 

Jim Murray, PhD 

Naples, Florida 

 
Dr. James D. Murray retired in 2011 as Deputy Director of the NOAA 

National Sea Grant College Program.  He spent his entire 37-year career in 

various Sea Grant positions including Sea Grant Scholar at SUNY College 

of Environmental Science and Forestry, Regional Extension Specialist at 

Minnesota Sea Grant, Extension Leader for both the New Jersey and North 

Carolina Sea Grant Programs, National Sea Grant Extension Leader and 

finally Deputy Director of the National Sea Grant College Program.  His 

professional interests are in marine resource and fisheries management 

where he was the Principal Investigator on over 40 grants which led to 58 

professional publications.  Murray was the recipient of the President’s 

Award, Sea Grant Association in 2010, and the William Q. Wick Award for 

Visionary Career Leadership in Administration by the Assembly of Sea Grant Extension Leaders in 

2011.  Currently he serves as a member of the Florida Sea Grant Extension Program’s Advisory 

Committee (Collier County) and volunteers as an Interpretive Ranger at Everglades National Park and as 

a research assistant at NOAA’s Rookery Bay Estuarine Research Reserve.   

 

Nancy Rabalais, PhD 

Cocodrie, Louisiana 

Dr. Nancy Rabalais is a Professor at the Louisiana Universities Marine 

Consortium where she is also Executive Director. Dr. Rabalais' research 

interests include the dynamics of hypoxic environments, interactions of 

large rivers with the coastal ocean, benthic ecology, and science policy.  

Dr. Rabalais is an AAAS Fellow, an Aldo Leopold Leadership Program 

Fellow, a Past President of the Estuarine Research Federation, and a 

National Associate of the National Academies of Science and has served 

as Chair of the Ocean Studies Board.  She currently serves on two 

National Research Council committees, the Council for the University-National Oceanographic 
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Laboratories, the Executive Board for the Consortium on Ocean Leadership, and Board of Directors of 

the Gulf of Mexico Coastal Ocean Observing System, and is President Elect of the Southern Association 

of Marine Labs and the National Association of Marine Labs.  She received the 2002 Bostwick H. 

Ketchum Award for coastal research from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, the Blasker award 

shared with R.E. Turner, the Clarke Prize from the National Water Resources Institute, the Ruth Patrick 

Award from the Association for the Sciences of Limnology and Oceanography, a Rachel Carson 

Lectureship for the American Geophysical Union, and a Heinz Award.  She earned a Ph.D. in Zoology 

from the University of Texas at Austin in 1983. 

 

Rollie Schmitten (Past Chair)  

Leavenworth, Washington 

Rolland A. (Rollie) Schmitten has been a natural resources manager for 

44 years; focusing on marine fish, shellfish, and mammals for the past 

31 years.  He has served as the Washington State Director of Fisheries 

and the National Marine Fisheries Service West Coast Regional 

Director for 6 western states.  Upon moving to Washington, D.C. he 

became the Assistant Administrator/Director for the National Marine 

Fisheries Service; later the U.S. Department of Commerce Deputy 

Assistant Secretary for International Affairs in NOAA, and the National 

Director for NOAA Fisheries Office of Habitat Conservation.  During his career he served 4 presidents 

with Presidential appointments as the U.S. Tuna Commissioner, U.S. Atlantic Salmon Commissioner, 

the Pacific and Alaska Fisheries Management Councils, and 12 years as the U.S. International Whaling 

Commissioner.  His many awards and recognitions include: Presidential Merit Award, Trout Unlimited 

Washington Sportsman of the Year, Presidential award for outstanding achievement of a Vietnam 

veteran, and the Department of Transportation (USCG) Commandant’s Award for Meritorious Public 

Service.  In 2005, Mr. Schmitten retired and moved back to Sockeye Point Lodge in Washington State 

where he continues to work on marine and fresh water resource issues.   He is currently serving his 6th 

year as a Fish and Wildlife Commissioner in Washington State. 

 

Dick Vortmann 

La Jolla, California 

Richard H. Vortmann retired after a 30-year career with National 

Steel and Shipbuilding Company (NASSCO) based in San Diego, 

California where he served as President for 22 years.  He also 

retired after six years as Vice President of General Dynamics 

Corporation.  He most recently completed an assignment as Interim 

President and CEO of the San Diego Regional Chamber of 

Commerce.  Vortmann recently completed a 7-year term on the 

Board (including 2 years as Chairman) of Scripps Health; Vortmann 

is a Member of Council, American Bureau of Shipping.  He is a 

Trustee on the San Diego County Employees Retirement System. Previously Vortmann served as 

Chairman of both the American Shipbuilders Association and the Shipbuilders Council of America, and 

Vice Chairman of the National Academies of Science Marine Board.  

33



For 14 years he was the Chairman of the American delegation to the Japanese, European, Chinese, 

Korean, and United States Annual Shipbuilding Conference. He also served as a Director of the San 

Diego Chamber of Commerce and the San Diego Economic Development Corporation.  He was a 

member of the San Diego Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Finance Committee, and Vice Chair of the San Diego 

Pension Reform Committee.  Vortmann was born in San Francisco, California.  He earned a Bachelor’s 

degree in finance in 1966 and an MBA in 1967 from the University of California, Berkeley, for whom 

he also played basketball.  He taught on the Business School faculty of his alma mater from 1967 to 

1969 while doing postgraduate work before entering private industry. 

Ex-officio Members  

 

Jonathan Pennock, PhD  

Director 

National Sea Grant College Program  

 
Prior to joining NOAA, Jon was the director of the New Hampshire Sea Grant 

Program and the deputy director of the School of Marine Science and Ocean 

Engineering at the University of New Hampshire. Jon is a nationally-known 

coastal scientist with expertise in oceanography and estuarine sciences. His 

research has focused on understanding human impacts on coastal marine food 

webs. Jon has a PhD in oceanography and master's in marine studies from the 

University of Delaware and a bachelor’s in biology from Earlham College. 

 

 

Sylvain De Guise, DMV, PhD  

President, Sea Grant Association 

  

Sylvain De Guise is director of the Connecticut Sea Grant College Program, 

Professor of Pathobiology and Veterinary Science at the University of 

Connecticut, and President of the Sea Grant Association.  He currently serves 

as the Sea Grant representative on the NOAA North Atlantic Regional Team, 

is past-chair of the Northeast Sea Grant Consortium, an entity consisting of the 

Sea Grant programs from Maine to New York, and is a member of both the 

Management and Science and Technical Advisory Committees of the EPA-

funded Long Island Sound Study, one of the National Estuary Programs.  He is 

one of three Science Directors of the Connecticut Institute for Resilience and 

Climate Adaptation.  He has a degree in veterinary medicine (1988) and a residency in veterinary 

pathology (1993) at the Université de Montréal, as well as a Ph.D. in immunotoxicology at the 

Université du Québec à Montréal (1996).   

 

As the president of the Sea Grant Association, Dr. De Guise is an ex-officio member of the National Sea 

Grant Advisory Board.  Dr. De Guise’s personal research interest is the influences of man-made and 

natural toxicants on the health of aquatic organisms (from marine mammals to fish, lobsters and 

oysters), with focus on the immune system.  He and his wife Jean live in Coventry, Connecticut. 
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Designated Federal Officer 
 

Jonathan Eigen  

CFO, DFO, Program Officer,  

National Sea Grant Office 

 

Jonathan Eigen is the Chief Financial Officer for the National Sea Grant 

College Program, Designated Federal Officer for the National Sea Grant 

Advisory Board, and the Program Officer for the Illinois-Indiana, 

Minnesota, New York, and Pennsylvania Sea Grant programs.  Jon 

graduated from the University of Maryland in 1988 with a BS in 

Marketing and Finance.  He completed his Masters of Business 

Administration with an emphasis of Business Economics and Public 

Policy from The George Washington University.   His duties with the National Sea Grant College 

Program include all aspects of the Budget and Grants administration as well as serving as Program 

Officer for the Great Lakes Region.   Prior to joining NOAA in 1991 he worked in television sports for 

the now defunct Mizlou Sports News Network.  His hobbies include basketball, reading science 

fiction/fantasy and board games.  

 

 

Non-Member Presenters 

 
Craig N. McLean  

Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

 
Craig McLean is the Assistant Administrator for NOAA’s Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Research (OAR) office.  He is responsible for overseeing, 

directing and implementing NOAA’s research enterprise including a network 

of research laboratories and the execution of NOAA programs including the 

Climate Program, National Sea Grant, Ocean Exploration, to name a few.  

Among a number of formal international engagements in science and 

technology, Mr. McLean serves as the U.S. Representative to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission (IOC), and as the Co-chair of the U.S. European Union Marine Working Group. 

 Mr. McLean has previously served in NOAA as Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator of the National 

Ocean Service, was the founding Director of OAR’s Office of Ocean Exploration and Research and 

served in uniform for nearly 25 years in NOAA's Commissioned Corps, attaining the rank of Captain. 

Mr. McLean served aboard hydrographic, oceanographic, and fisheries research ships and was the first 

commanding officer of the NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter.  Craig led NOAA's innovation and planning for 

the Smithsonian Institution's Sant Ocean Hall, and achieved a National Ocean Action Plan goal of 

securing a permanent, dedicated ship for the National Ocean Exploration Program, the NOAA Ship 
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Okeanos Explorer.  Craig is also an attorney and has practiced marine resource law for NOAA.  He has 

been awarded the Department of Commerce Silver and Bronze Medals, the NOAA Corps 

Commendation Medal, and Special Achievement Medal. Mr. McLean is a Fellow of the Explorers Club, 

and of the Marine Technology Society, and a past-president and chairman of the Sea-Space Symposium. 

 

Dr. Byung-Gul (BG) LEE 

 

Dr. Byung-Gul(BG) Lee is working in Jeju National University as a Professor from 1996. He currently 

works as a Director of Jeju Sea Grant Center and a President of Korea Sea Grant Association. Recently, 

he was appointed as a DBCP (Data Buoy Cooperation Panel) expert of UN, and a Chair of UN-GGIM-

AP (United Nations Global Geospatial Information Management). Dr. Lee possesses two Ph. Ds, one for 

a coastal oceanography and another for GIS and Remote Sensing. His main fields of interest include 

international coastal management and land administration. 

 

With his expertise gained from managing Sea Grant Program, he would like to make International or 

Global Sea Grant Program with USA, Japan and Indonesia. When it comes to coastal management and 

hazards problem related with climate change, storm surge, coastal ecosystem pollution, the Sea Grant 

Program is the best program that can provide diverse solutions with research implementation, education 

and outreach programs. 
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