
After reading the primer, review all of the applicable five paths below to find guidance for economic benefits reporting. 
Additionally, please see the “Resilience/Hazard Decision Tree” if your project is related to capacity building, reducing 
damage, improving business continuity, or increasing human health and safety related to hazard events or climate 
change. If none are applicable, read the “General Revenue and Cost” guide for some general guidance.

YES

NO

Can you access an economist 
(including University-affiliated 
graduate students) to help develop or 
review your valuation methodology?

YES NO

YES

Are benefits derived from the 
protection, enhancement, or 
restoration of the ecosystem?

Calculate 
the $ value 
of the 

economic benefits 
from the protected 
or enhanced 
ecosystem using 
the “Ecosystem 
Service Valuation” 
guide.

Limit 
reporting 
to acres of 

land protected, 
enhanced, or 
restored. See 
the “Ecosystem 
Service Valuation” 
guide for more 
information.

See the “General 
Revenue and Cost 
Savings” guide.

NO

Do we provide 
workshops or trainings 
for certifications or 
to generally enhance 
attendees skills or 
knowledge?

Is there is a clear 
connection to an entity 
saving money or avoiding 
costs as a result of Sea 
Grant research, workshops, 
or other involvement?

Are businesses or 
jobs supported or 
created as a result 
of Sea Grant 
involvement?

YES

Calculate the 
number of jobs 
and estimated 

salaries using the 
“Jobs Supported and 
Created” guide.

NO

YES

Is the cost savings a result 
of Sea Grant offering a 
certification or other required 
course or workshop at a 
reduced cost?

Calculate the $ 
cost savings using 
the “Workshops 

and Trainings” guide.

See the 
“General 
Revenue 

and Cost Savings” 
guide.

YES

Is there a clear connection to 
an entity receiving increased 
revenue or lifetime earnings as 
a result of Sea Grant research, 
workshops, better teachers, 
being a research fellow, or 
other involvement?

Communicate 
value anecdotally 
or through 
an Impact 
Statement.

YES

Economic Valuation Decision Tree

Calculate the 
$ value of this 
benefit using 

the “Workshops and 
Trainings” guide.”

YES

See the 
“Workforce 
Development”     

Guide.

YES

NO

Are benefits related to increased 
earnings for Sea Grant fellows?

Are benefits related Sea Grant 
improving teachers and resulting in 
higher earnings for those teachers or 
their students?YES

Is the cost savings a result of improving 
a community’s CRS score and saving a 
community money in insurance?

Calculate the $ 
cost savings or 
avoided costs 

using the “Community 
Rating System 
Savings” guide.

NO

See the 
“Aquaculture 
Revenue and 

Cost Savings” guide

Is the cost savings or revenue 
related to aquaculture-related work? YES

http://seagrant.noaa.gov

