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The Basics
NOAA provides funding to Sea Grant institutions to 
increase the understanding, assessment, development, 
management, utilization, and conservation of the 
nation’s ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources. 

Sea Grant Omnibus Awards form core program funding 
(33 U.S.C. § 1123(d)(3)(B))



The Basics
Sea Grant Omnibus Proposals serve as implementation 
plan of strategic plan

February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2028

50% non-federal match required

Proposals are due October 12, 2023



The Basics
Sea Grant omnibus awards are cooperative agreements.

“...substantial involvement of the federal government 
during performance of the proposed work is anticipated. 
The recipient can expect substantial collaboration, 
participation, and/or intervention in the management of 
the project by NOAA.”



The Basics
The Sea Grant omnibus application comprises an 
integrated suite of individual research, extension, 
education, communication, and management projects 
that together address the strategic goals of the program, 
as well as a series of required grant management forms 
to support the proposal.



The Basics
Funding limitations:
● No purchase or rental of land
● No construction, preservation, or repair of any 

building, dock, etc
● Short-term rentals are OK with approval

Omnibus applications should include only projects to be 
funded with Sea Grant appropriated dollars 



The Basics - R&R Form Family

Each application will consist of the following main 
documents:
● Proposal abstract summary
● Research & Related Senior/Key Person Profile
● Project Narrative
● Research & Related Budget
● Overall required forms 



Project Abstract Summary Form
Provide an overview of the ENTIRE omnibus application.
 
Required Elements for Project Abstract:
● Use the following format:

○ Purpose:
○ Activities to be performed:
○ Expected Outcomes:
○ Intended Beneficiaries:
○ Subrecipient Activities:

Keep it short and simple! This abstract will be available to 
the public.



Research and Related Senior/Key Person Profile Form

New required form. 

Must be completed for:
● Sea Grant program director
● Associate/assistant director(s)
● Each senior staff member relevant to each functional area

CVs, current and pending support attached to this form for those 
listed key persons.

Does NOT need to include research PIs - unless program or 
university wants.







Project Narrative
● Table of Contents (preferable clickable)
● Omnibus-Level Information
● Individual Projects
● Environmental Compliance Questionnaires or NEPA 

statements
● Data Management Plans



Projects
● Each project should be written as stand alone 

narrative
● Forward-looking, focus on plans and anticipated 

outcomes
● How project will be managed and staffed



Projects
● Project Cover Page
● Project Proposal 

Narrative
● Project Abstract
● Project Background
● Project Objectives
● Project Details
● Anticipated outcomes 

and results
● IRB (as applicable)

● Outreach and tech transfer 
plan (as applicable)

● CV for each PI
● Work cited (if applicable)
● Letter(s) of support (if 

applicable)
● Current and Pending 

Support (if applicable)
● NEPA Questionnaire
● Data Management Plan



Research and Related Budget Form
● Replaces the SF424A
● Complete the form for the ENTIRE omnibus
● Budget Justification Attachment

○ Overall 90-4 for entire omnibus
○ Completed Sea Grant 90-4 forms describing the yearly and total 

budget for Project One (i.e., Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, and Years 
1-4). 

○ Completed Sea Grant 90-4 forms for the yearly and total budget of 
any subawards associated within Project 1 of the omnibus (i.e., Year 1, 
Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, and Years 1-4) - if applicable. 

○ Budget justification narrative for Project 1
■ Provide enough detail according to NOAA GMD Budget Narrative Guidance 

○ Continue order and format for each individual project in the omnibus 
package











Additional Forms
● SF424 R&R Form
● SF-424B Assurances
● CD-511
● SF-LLL (if appropriate)



Review
Federal Program Officers review omnibus applications using the following criteria:

(1) Is the application complete and correct per the required elements listed 
in IV.B. “Content of the Application”? 
(2) Is the scope of work feasible and does it align with the program's 
strategic plan and advance the programs' strategic goals? 
(3) Are all projects described sufficiently to allow accountability? Project 
proposals must include clear objectives and anticipated outcomes. 
(4) Have all projects been adequately reviewed? Are the described 
competitive projects consistent with the recommendations determined at 
the completion of the competitive review process as documented by the 
letter of intent? 



Review
Federal Program Officers review omnibus applications using the following criteria:

(5) Are all project budgets adequately justified, and reasonable for the work 
being proposed? 
(6) Do all projects have sufficient environmental compliance documentation 
to complete environmental review (i.e., completed Abbreviated 
Environmental Compliance Questionnaire and copies of all federal and 
state permits or statement that no such questionnaire is required)? 
(7) Are all environmental data to be generated covered by a data 
management plan? 
(8) Has the applicant provided sufficiently detailed and consistent 
information for all required application elements?



Reporting, etc
Demographic question required for all PIs, Co-PIs on 
omnibus (if a CV is included, the demographic question is 
required; individuals may decline to answer)

Research Performance Progress Report (RPPR) required 
for the omnibus award (not all projects) as required of all 
government research funding



Reporting etc.
All Sea Grant programs are required to report annually 
on all omnibus projects to the Planning, Implementation, 
and Evaluation Repository (PIER)

All projects are entered into PIER via the 90-2 webform, a 
requirement of all omnibus projects



Coastal Resilience

$125k resilience increase starting in FY2024 is a 
permanent increase to a program's base in the omnibus 
award and thus falls within the competitive research 
allocation policy (base + merit + match).  

Note: In FY2022 and FY2023, resilience is NOT part of 
base - it was an additional pot of funding.



Describing Extension/Education in Omnibus

Program’s choice: Individual project narratives or 
aggregated project in omnibus proposal

Individual projects should be described in PIER by 
submitting them separately in the 90-2 webform



Extension and Education Projects
Programs are required, to the best of their ability, to describe their 
omnibus extension and education activities more granularly by 
characterizing them as discrete projects within PIER. This action 
would be similar to how research projects have long been 
characterized as discrete projects within PIER. However, within a 
program’s 2024-2027 omnibus application, extension and education 
programming may still be reflected in an aggregated fashion. 

See: Resolving Omnibus Extension and Education Records on Inside 
Sea Grant

https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Portals/1/Forms/Resolving%20Extension%20and%20Education%20Project%20Records_%20Nov%202022%20Update_Inside%20SG%20Version.pdf


The 90-2
● Required of all projects in order to get them into PIER
● Decoupled from formal grant application process
● Projects in 2024-27 are required to be entered by 

January 19, 2024



90-2 How-To Basics
Note: the 90-2 guidance linked in the omnibus is not the 
most up to date; check Inside Sea Grant

There is a 90-2 prep form PDF on Inside Sea Grant, 
optional but maybe useful







90-2 Fields
● Principal investigator(s)
● Partners
● Objective(s)
● Methodology
● Rationale
● Abstract
● Data sharing plans
● Primary focus area (can select additional ones later in PIER)

● Classification, tier one and tier two
● Competitive (y/n), multi-program (y/n), regional (y/n)



Project Maintenance in PIER
Adjustments to project details can be made
Annual reporting is required, an update at a minimum

Project rebalance requests can be done by completing the 
rebalance Excel sheet available on Inside Sea Grant, and 
emailing the request to oar.sg.info-admin@noaa.gov.

We appreciate your patience with PIER-related requests 
as we work to replace Doug Bell.

mailto:oar.sg.info-admin@noaa.gov


Electronic Research Administration (eRA)/
Grants Enterprise Management Solution (GEMS)

● National Sea Grant Office to be first program participating in the pilot 
program beginning in July.

● User Acceptance Testing (UAT) participation starts this week

● First RFP to be posted - 2024-27 Omnibus portal

● Challenge:
○ Majority of training planned to occur in August and September
○ Early inefficiencies are expected as we get over learning curve
○ Full capabilities of system still not fully understood 
○ Development of Business Rules and Operational changes to fully 

take advantage of system capabilities (see above)



Questions?
All information discussed is located on Inside Sea Grant

https://seagrant.noaa.gov/insideseagrant/Implementation/Omnibus
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